
A Letter about the Middle Atlantic Colonies 

 

Dear Mr. Beckwith, 

 I have traveled about these colonies as you requested to gather information for our location of a new 

business.  This is an area of a great many contrasts in land, people, and thoughts. 

 The lands of New Jersey and Delaware lie along the Atlantic Coast, which is flat for the most part.  

Further west, into the lands of New York (formerly a Dutch colony called New Netherlands) and Pennsylvania, 

which stretch across the Appalachian Mountains, the land becomes rich in timber, good farmland and beaver.  

The farms produce much for the families on them and I have met several farmers who raise more than they 

need and sell the rest for good profits.  This area could be called the colony’s breadbasket for surely many 

others can be fed from the labor of one.  This is helped by the longer growing season of six to seven months.  

Those who have rich timber can take their wood to some of the mills along the rivers for cutting. 

 There is a rich medley of people in these colonies.  I do believe there is a taste for freedom which is not 

forgotten by those who have come before.  Just as Maryland was founded as a refuge for persecuted 

Catholics, there are Quakers who founded Pennsylvania.  They believed that all people are equal.  Even the 

land they lie upon is named after a Quaker, William Penn.  Penn believes his colony to be a “holy” experiment, 

one in which freedom to believe as one wishes and to live in harmony is encouraged.  The English Quakers live 

mostly in New Jersey.  They believe idleness is a sin and their accomplishments in making this area produce 

shows how closely they follow their belief.  The people are a collection of French, Dutch, Germans, Scotch, 

Irish and others… but they lie as if they are of one country and one belief. 

 The two largest cities in these areas are Philadelphia and New York, or as you may recall the former city 

of New Amsterdam.  New York has not grown as fast as many of the lands surrounding it are owned by families.  

These families seem unwilling to give up much of their land for the newcomers.  Yet it is Philadelphia, the larger 

of the two cities, to which I am drawn.  It was founded by William Penn and intended to be open to all who 

wished to come and work.  Penn is the proprietor and runs this colony, just as Lord Baltimore and James 

Oglethorpe are proprietors of Maryland and Georgia.  Because of this I feel this would be the best location for 

our business venture.  There are many shops here selling clocks, clothes, wigs, dishes, tools and other things of 

need.  The ships along the docks of the Delaware River are filled with furs, lumber, grain and meat going to 

England and filled with everything from mousetraps to silks coming from England.  The fine appearance and 

well-lighted streets make it a pleasant place to live and to do business. 

 I close my letter now.  I pray that you send to me your response soon so that I may purchase the needed 

building and land. 

     Andrew Devin 

     16 Chestnut St. 

     Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 

 


